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said to be an old Sanskrit verse, which describes eight
classes of Kshatriyas as occupying* Kerala from very early
times, namely Bhupala or Maharaja, such as those of
Travancore and Cochin, etc. The indigenous "Ksha-
triyas" of Kerala are now divided into four classes, viz.
Koil Pandala, Raja, Tampan, and Tirumulpad.
The Telugu Komatis, and some other trading classes,
claim to belong to the Vaisya caste, andjlic Komatis have
established a Vysia Association for the advancement of the
community.
The non-Brahman Hindu community is split up into
a very large number of castes, which include cultivators,
artisans, fishermen, traders, shepherds, and a host of others.
The two great Tamil and Telugu cultivating castes, Vellala
and Kapu, alone account for about five millions of the
population, In illustration of the manner in which castes
increase and multiply, two examples must suffice. Among
the divisions of the Kevuto fishing caste of Ganjam are
three, called Thossa, Liyari, and Chuditiya. Of these, the
Thossas are cultivators, the Liyaris make a preparation of
fried rice (liya), and the Chuditiyas are engaged in parch-
ing grain (chuda, parched rice). By reason of this change
of occupation, the Liyaris and Chuditiyas have practically
become distinct castes, and some deny that there is any
connection between them and the Kevutos. The Jatapus
are a civilised section of the hill Kondhs, who have given
up eating beef, taken to infant marriage, adopted the
Telugu type of marriage ceremonies, worship Hindu gods,
and have practically developed into a new caste. It has
been well said that " a man's caste affects his life from its
beginning to its end. It frequently determines his occupa-
tion, and it often fixes his residence for him, most villages
being divided into caste quarters. The social position and
the limits within which he may marry are decided by his
caste, and so is his name, and even sometimes the clothes

